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The Galaxy S4 is a stylish, 
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About the Galaxy S4
Smartphones, that can be used to access the Internet and a range 
of online services, in addition to making phone calls and sending 
texts, are now an indispensable part of millions of people’s lives. 
Samsung is the one of the global leaders in the smartphone 
market, with its range of Galaxy devices. The flagship model of 
this range is the Galaxy S4 (S4). This is a stylish, flexible and 
powerful device that has a number of innovative features and can 
also be used as a personal entertainment center for music, videos, 
books and photos.

Some of the main features of the S4 include:

• Stunning quality 5-inch High Definition (HD) screen

• Fast processor that works quickly with all apps and also 
different functions

• Access to apps in the 
Samsung Apps Store and 
the Google Play Store

• Innovative range of ‘Smart’ 
and ‘Air’ gestures for 
operating aspects of the 
Galaxy S4 by moving the 
device, or just looking at 
it. These include Smart 
Pause, which pauses items 
such as videos when you 
look away from the screen, 
and Smart Scroll, that 
moves down the page 
when you are reading a 
page of text (see Chapter 
Four)

• High resolution (13 megapixels) camera that can be used to 
take dual shot photos, so you can include your own image in 
the photo you are taking, and photo and sound, so you can 
add a sound clip to any photo you take (see Chapter Ten)

• Multi-window function that enables two apps to be visible on 
the screen at the same time (see Chapter Two)

The Galaxy S4 uses 
a micro-SIM card for 
connecting to mobile 
services providers. See 
pages 14-15 for details.
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Android on the Galaxy S4
All smartphones need an operating system to make them 
work and perform all of the required tasks for the user. For the 
Galaxy S4 this is the Android operating system. It is used as the 
operating system on all of Samsung’s Galaxy devices, not just the 
Galaxy S4. However, unlike some other models of Galaxy phones, 
the S4 uses the latest version of Android – 4.2.2 Jelly Bean at the 
time of printing.

Android is an open source operating system which means that 
developers and manufacturers can work with the source code to 
tailor it to their own needs and devices (as long as they meet 
certain requirements and standards). Samsung have used this 
to their advantage so that the Galaxy S4 has been customized 
to have its own individual look and feel. It also uses some of 
Samsung’s own apps and can be used to download content from 
the Samsung Apps Store, as well as using the Google Play Store, 
which has a significant range of content, including apps, music, 
movies, books and games.

TouchWiz
Like other smartphones, 
the Galaxy S4 is a 
touchscreen device, which 
means that its functionality 
and controls are accessed 
by tapping, swiping or 
pressing on the screen. The 
user interface (UI) on the 
Galaxy S4 is what you see 
on the screen when you 
want to perform actions 
such as opening apps. 
Although everything is 
powered by Android, the 
interface itself is called 
TouchWiz, which is 
essentially the way that you 
access items on the screen 
using different actions with 
your hands and fingers.

To use the Samsung 
Apps Store and the 
Google Play Store, you 
must have the respective 
accounts with Samsung 
and Google, which are 
free to create.
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About Android
Android is essentially a mobile computing operating system, i.e. 
one for mobile devices such as smartphones and tablets.

Android is an open source operating system, which means that 
the source code is made available to hardware manufacturers 
and developers so that they can design their devices and apps in 
conjunction with Android. This has created a large community of 
Android developers and also means that Android is not tied to 
one specific device: individual manufacturers can use it (as long as 
they meet certain specific criteria) which leads to Android being 
available on a variety of different devices.

Android Inc. was founded in 2003 and the eponymous operating 
system was initially developed for smartphones. Google quickly 
saw this as an opportunity to enter the mobile phone and 
computing market and bought Android in 2005. The first 
Android-powered smartphone appeared in 2008 and since then it 
has gone from strength to strength. Android-based smartphones 
have a majority of the worldwide market and, with the emergence 
of the likes of the Galaxy S4, it is likely that this will continue for 
the foreseeable future.

Updating Android
Since Android is open source and can be used on a variety of 
different devices, this can sometimes cause delays in updating the 
operating system on the full range of Android devices. This is 
because it has to be tailored specifically for each different device: 
it is not a case of ‘one size fits all’. This can lead to delays in 
the latest version being rolled-out to all compatible devices. The 
product cycle for new versions is usually six to nine months. At 
the time of printing, the Galaxy S4 uses Android 4.2.2 Jelly Bean 
as its operating system, which is the most up-to-date one.

Android apps
One of the great selling points for the Galaxy S4 is the range 
of apps that is available from the Google Play Store and the 
Samsung Apps Store. Because Android is open source, a lot of 
these apps are developed by third-party developers. At the time 
of printing there are approximately 700,000 Android apps on the 
market. Some are free while others have to be paid for.

The built-in apps are the ones that give the initial functionality 
to your Galaxy S4 and include items such as email, web browser, 

Updated versions of 
Android are named 
alphabetically after items 
of confectionery, e.g. 1.5 
was Cupcake and 1.6 
was Donut; 4.0 was Ice 
Cream Sandwich and the 
latest versions, 4.1, 4.2 
are Jelly Bean.

Android is based on 
the Linux operating 
system and shares many 
similarities with it.
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entertainment, memos and maps. They appear as icons on your 
Galaxy S4’s Home screen, or in the All Apps area, and are 
accessed by tapping lightly on them once.

New apps for Android 
devices are available through 
the Samsung Apps Store, or 
the Google Play Store. They 
can be downloaded from 
here and then appear on 
your Galaxy S4.

Unless specified otherwise, 
Android apps are self-
contained and do not 
interact with each other. 
This has reduced the risk 
of viruses spreading through your Galaxy S4 and also contributes 
to its memory management. When you switch from one app to 
another you do not have to close down the original one that you 
were using. Android keeps it running in the background, but in 
a state of hibernation so that it is not using up any memory or 
processing power on your Galaxy S4. However, when you want 
to use it again it will open up at the point at which you left it. If 
your Galaxy S4 is running low on memory it will automatically 
close any open apps to free up more memory. The ones that have 
been inactive for the longest period of time are the ones that are 
closed first, until enough memory has been freed up.

Samsung apps
The Galaxy S4 has a bit of a split-personality when 
it comes to the apps that it can use: as with other 
Android devices, it has access to the full range of 
apps in the Google Play Store. In addition, it can 
also be used to obtain apps from the Samsung Apps 
Store. This is a move by Samsung to gain more direct 
control over the apps on their devices and also generate income 
from the apps that are used. 

Apps from either the Google Play Store or the Samsung Apps 
Store operate in the same way on the Galaxy S4 and it is perfectly 
possible to install apps that perform the same tasks from both of 
the stores.

Apps that are open 
but running in the 
background can be 
closed down from the 
Recently Used Apps 
function, which is 
accessed by holding 
down the Home button. 
See Chapter Two,  
page 29 for details.
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Press and hold on 
the On/Off button 
to access options 
for turning off your 
Galaxy S4, turning 
data network on or 
off, putting it into 
Flight mode or 
restarting it. Tap on 
the buttons at the 
bottom to mute the 
system sound, set 
it to vibrate or turn 
the sound on

Around the Galaxy S4 Body
The buttons and ports for much of the physical functionality of a 
Galaxy S4 are located around the side of the main body. These can 
be used to turn it on and off, adjust the volume and attach a USB 
cable, for charging the battery, or attach a pair of headphones. 

Turning On and Off

On/Off button. This 
can also be used to put 
the Galaxy S4 into Sleep 
mode. Press and hold for a 
couple of seconds to turn 
on your Galaxy S4. Press 
once to put it to sleep 
or wake it up from sleep 
mode

When you first turn 
on your Galaxy S4 you 
will be taken through 
the setup process. This 
enables you to select a 
default language, set up 
a Wi-Fi router, set the 
date and time, create 
Samsung and Google 
accounts and turn on 
location services. Most 
of these steps can be 
skipped and accessed at 
a later time through the 
Settings app.

Flight mode prevents 
the Galaxy S4 from 
transmitting any data 
when on a plane, 
although it can still 
remain switched on.
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Volume button. This is 
located on the opposite 
side to the On/Off 
button. Press at either 
end to increase or 
decrease volume

Micro USB port. This is located on the bottom of the Galaxy 
S4. It can be used to attached it to an adapter for charging (or to 
a computer for charging or to download content from, or to, the  
Galaxy S4), using the supplied micro-USB cable

The headphone jack for 
the Galaxy S4 is located 
along the top of the 
device’s body.

Attach the micro-
USB cable into 
the port on the 
Galaxy S4 and 
the other end into 
the USB adapter, 
or directly into a 
computer

The speaker on the 
Galaxy S4 is located 
on the back, above the 
micro USB port.
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The Galaxy S4 SIM Card
The SIM card in the Galaxy S4 acts as the link to your mobile 
network services by providing your subscriber identification and 
authorization details. You can connect to the Internet, and related 
services, though the Wi-Fi connection on your Galaxy S4, but you 
will need a SIM card to use the services of a mobile phone and 
data provider.

SIM cards come in various sizes and the one 
in the Galaxy S4 is a micro-SIM. The other 
widely-used size of SIM in mobile/cell phones 
is the mini-SIM. The size of the integrated 
circuit (where the relevant information is 
contained) is the same for the micro-SIM and 
the mini-SIM; the difference is that the mini-
SIM has a larger plastic surround. 

Inserting the SIM
When you first get your Galaxy S4, the SIM card may already be 
inserted, but it is likely you will have to do this yourself:

l1 Take the back off the Galaxy S4 and remove the battery

l2 Slide the SIM card into this slot, facing downwards

l3 To remove the SIM card, push it further into the slot 
until it springs backwards slightly and then pull it out

SIM stands for Subscriber 
Identity Module and 
the cards can come in a 
variety of sizes.

The plastic backing 
on the Galaxy S4 feels 
slightly flimsy, but it 
is reasonably robust. 
It can be removed by 
prising it away from the 
main body, using your 
fingertips, starting from 
the notch above the  
On/Off button.

A micro-SD card, for 
storing content, can be 
inserted into the slot 
next to the SIM card.
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l2 Slide the mini-SIM 
into the cutter, facing 
downwards, and 
depress the handle 
firmly in a single, 
smooth motion

Creating a Micro-SIM
If you buy your Galaxy S4 on a contract from a mobile services 
company it will probably come with a micro-SIM. However, in 
some cases you may want to just buy the Galaxy S4 and use your 
existing SIM card and mobile services provider. If the existing 
SIM is a micro one then it can just be inserted into the phone. 
However, if it is the larger mini-SIM it will not fit due to the 
larger plastic surround. This can be rectified by using a customized 
cutter to remove the excess plastic.

l1 SIM cutters can be 
bought online and are 
inexpensive. The SIM 
card fits into a slot 
underneath

...cont’d

If you are buying a 
Galaxy S4 to use with an 
existing SIM make sure 
the phone is unlocked. 
This means that it is 
not tied to a specific 
company or contract and 
so can be used with any 
compatible SIM card.

l3 The excess plastic should be cut 
away from the SIM, leaving it 
the correct size to insert into your 
Galaxy S4

The SIM cutter should 
come with a plastic 
adapter that can be used 
to put the micro-SIM 
into once it has been 
cut. This means that you 
can still use the SIM in 
the phone in which it 
was previously installed.
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l4 Accept the terms and conditions 
and tap on the Agree button

Getting a Samsung Account
A Samsung account can be used to access the full functionality of 
the Samsung Apps Store and also some of the apps on your  
Galaxy S4, such as the Hub apps for music, reading, video and 
games. It also provides online access via the Samsung account 
website at account.samsung.com 
It is free to set up and obtain a Samsung account. To do it from 
your Galaxy S4:

l1 Tap on the Samsung Apps button

l2 Tap on the Create new 
account button

l5 Enter your email address and a 
password and tap on the Sign 
up button. You will be sent a 
verification email. Click or tap 
on the Account Verification 
button in the email and follow 
the steps to finish setting up your 
account

You can create a 
Samsung account when 
your first set up your 
Galaxy S4, or you can 
skip it at this point and 
set it up later, from the 
Settings app. If you 
try and access an app 
that requires a Samsung 
account, such as the 
Samsung Hub, you will 
be prompted to set up a 
Samsung account.

l3 Select a country
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Samsung Apps Store
The Samsung Apps Store is an online service that has been 
developed specifically for Samsung devices, including the  
Galaxy S4. It can be accessed directly from your Galaxy S4, or it 
can be accessed online at the website: apps.samsung.com

If the Samsung Apps Store is accessed from the website, any apps 
that are bought, or downloaded for free, can be sent directly to 
your Galaxy S4.

The Samsung Apps Store has a wide range of apps, covering 
topics from education and lifestyle, to social networking and 
sports. To download apps from the Samsung Apps Store you 
need to have a Samsung account. This is free to create and can be 
used from your Galaxy S4, or the Apps Store website, to use the 
content that is available.

Once you have a Samsung account you can also access the 
Samsung Apps Store by logging into your account at the website 
account.samsung.com 
If you download apps there, they will be available on your 
computer and they will also appear on your Galaxy S4.

Apps for enhancing 
social networking sites 
can be downloaded 
from the Samsung Apps 
Store, but if you want to 
download apps for sites 
such as Facebook and 
Twitter, this has to be 
done from the Google 
Play Store.
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The Google Play Store
Another option for obtaining and using content on your Galaxy 
S4 is the Google Play Store. This is the default Android online 
store for content and can be used with all Android devices, unlike 
the Samsung Apps Store, which is specific to Samsung devices. 

To use the Play Store you have to have a Google Account, which 
is similar to accessing the Samsung Apps Store with a Samsung 
Account. You can access content from the Play Store directly from 
your Galaxy S4, using the Play Store app. There is also the Google 
Play website that offers a similar service.

A Google Account is created with a Google email address 
(Gmail) and a password. Once it has been created it will give 
you access to the Play Store and also the full functionality of the 
linked apps on your Galaxy S4. These include:

• Play Store, for accessing the full range of the Google Play 
Store apps and content

• Play Movies

• Play Books

• Play Magazine

Other apps, such as the Gallery for storing and viewing photos, 
can be used on their own, but if a Google Account has been set 
up their content will be backed up automatically.

Some of the benefits of a Google Account include:

• Access from any computer or mobile device with web-access, 
from the page account.google.com  
Once you have entered your account details you can access 
the Products section, including your Calendar, Gmail and 
Play Store

• Keep your content synchronized and backed up. With a 
Google Account, all of your linked data will be automatically 
synchronized so that it is available for all web-enabled devices 
and it will also be backed up by the Google servers

It is perfectly reasonable to use content from the Play Store and 
the Samsung Apps Store.

If you already have a 
Gmail account, this will 
also serve as your Google 
account and the login 
details (email address 
and password) can be 
used for both.

A new Google account 
can also be created 
within Settings > 
Accounts on your 
Galaxy S4. Tap on the 
Add account button 
and tap on the Google 
button. Then enter the 
required details for the 
new Google account.

When you buy anything 
through your Google 
account, such as music, 
apps or movies, you will 
have to enter your credit 
or debit card details and 
these will be used for 
future purchases through 
your Google account.
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l3 Enter a username (this will also 
become your Gmail address) and 
tap on the right-pointing arrow

l4 Create a password for the 
account and then re-enter it for 
confirmation

l5 On the Finish account page, 
check on the required items and 
tap on the right-pointing arrow to 
access the authentication screen

Creating a Google Account
A new Google account can be created in the following ways:

• During the initial setup of your Galaxy S4

• When you first access one of the relevant apps, as shown on 
the previous page

• From the Settings > Accounts option

For each of the above, the process for creating the Google 
Account is the same:

l1 On the Add a Google 
Account screen, tap on 
the New button

During the account 
setup process there is 
also a screen for account 
recovery, where you 
can add an answer to 
a question so that your 
account details can be 
retrieved by Google if 
you forget them.

l2 Enter the first and last name for 
the new account user and tap on 
the right-pointing arrow

If your chosen username 
has already been taken 
you will be prompted 
to amend it. This can 
usually be done by 
adding a sequence of 
numbers to the end of 
it, but make sure you 
remember what they are.

The authentication 
screen requires an 
onscreen word to be 
entered, to avoid fake 
accounts being created 
by automated processes.
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Galaxy S4 Specifications
In addition to the full-sized Galaxy S4, there is also a Galaxy S4 
Mini. The specifications for both are:

Galaxy S4

• Display: 5-inch, full HD Super AMOLED, 1920 x 1080 
resolution, 441 ppi

• Dimensions:  5.38 x 2.75 x 0.31 in or 136.6 x 69.8 x 7.9 mm  
(H x W x D)

• Weight: 4.59 oz 130g

• Processor: 1.9GHz Quad-Core Processor

• Connectivity: Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n/ac; Bluetooth 4.0;  
GPS; NFC

• Networks: 2.5G/3G/4G

• Operating System: Android 4.2.2 ( Jelly Bean)

• Memory: 16/32/64 GB memory + microSD slot (up to 
64GB), 2GB RAM

• Camera: rear-facing, 13 megapixel; front-facing, 2 megapixel

Galaxy S4 Mini

• Display: 4.3-inch, 540 x 960 resolution, Super AMOLED 
capacitive touchscreen

• Dimensions: 4.9 x 2.4 x 0.4 in or 124.6 x 61.3 x 8.94 mm  
(H x W x D)

• Weight: 3.77 oz or 107g

• Processor: 1.7GHz Dual Core processor 

• Connectivity: Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n; Bluetooth 4.0;  
GPS; NFC

• Networks: 2.5G/3G/4G

• Operating System: Android 4.2.2 ( Jelly Bean)

• Memory: 8/16 GB memory + microSD slot (up to 64GB), 
1.5GB RAM

• Camera: rear-facing, 8 megapixel; front-facing, 1.9 megapixel

The camera on the 
Galaxy S4 has zero 
shutter lag, which means 
the photo is captured 
as soon as the shutter 
button is tapped. It can 
also be used to capture 
high definition videos.


	toc_web
	01_web

