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Deleting a database

DROP DATABASE IF EXISTS database-name ;

The SQL query to delete an existing database uses the SQL 
keywords DROP DATABASE followed by its name, like this:

If an SQL query attempts to delete a database that does not 
already exist, an error is reported. This can be avoided by 
qualifying the SQL query with the keywords IF EXISTS so that it 
first checks to see if a database of that name already exists:

The first SQL query in the screenshot below confirms the 
existence of a database called “library”, which was created in the 
previous example. The subsequent queries delete the “library” 
database then confirm it no longer exists. Notice how multiple 
queries can be typed at the prompt then executed together:

DROP DATABASE database-name ;
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…cont’d

In the screenshot below, the SQL query first attempts to delete 
a database called “library”, which was already deleted in the 
previous example – so an error message is generated.

The subsequent query is qualified to check that a database of that 
name already exists – so no error is generated:


