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EXPIOrNG CaMEra ADPS. .. .couiiiiiiiiiie ettt 5
Using Camera Settings
Getting on the Grid.
Reducing File Size
Working With Filters....
Controlling Flash
Switching Cameras
Setting a Timer
When White is White ..
Going Manual .........
Using Manual Controls ...
Volume Buttons for Photos
Creating Duplicates
Focusing Effectively
Getting the Right Exposure
Bracketing and HDR
Zooming In and Out
Steady as it Goes
Basic Maintenance...
Avoiding Glare.........
Rotating Your Photos
Dissecting the Rule of Thirds.
Embracing Empty Space
Framing Effectively
Identifying Symmetry
Looking for Lines
Perfecting Patterns
Delving Into Details..
Making it Natural
Magic of the Golden Hour
Into the Blue/Purple Hour ..
Researching the Best Light.
It's All About Timing.......
Front and Side Lighting ..
Backlit Subjects.....
Reflections in Water.
Reflections in Objects
Changing Your Position
Moving the Horizon
Don’t be All Thumbs
Going Over the Edge
Including the Foreground ..
Into the Night
Getting Shady
Relaxing Subjects ..
Propping up Scenes.
Perfecting Selfies......
Capturing Candid Portraits
Close-Ups for Detail
Making it Child’s Play
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100 Smartphone Camera Safety

Blurring the Background (1)
Getting Into the Shot
Creating Silhouettes
Effective Group Shots ..
Follow Your Own Style
Having Fun Experimenting
Getting Artistic With Water ..
Eye-Catching Still Life
Recreating Scenes....
Using Special Effects....
Car Lights at Night
Emphasizing Size..
Getting Inside
What's Your Angle
It's All in the Detail..
Dealing With Distortion
Stepping Out
Getting the Iconic Shot
Adding Interest........
Far From the Crowd.
Rising Above the Rest
Spotting Bands of Color
Let Me Tell You a Story ...
Stitching Panoramas
When the Sun Goes Down
Animal Magic
Food for Thought.....
Using Editing Apps
Finding New Editing Apps .
From Phone to Computer ..
Auto-Enhancing Photos ..
Selecting Areas..................
Blurring the Background (2)..
Cropping Effectively...........
Don't be Afraid of Levels
Using Color Blocking
Adding or Removing People .
Improving Appearances
Built-In Cloud Services
Third-Party Cloud Services..
Creating Photo Albums
Sharing the Fun
Creating Slideshows.
Using Tags....
Searching for Photos
Auto-Organizing
Wireless Printing
Online Printing...
Adding Lenses




’30 Magic of the Golden Hour
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For the best photographs, the ideal natural lighting
conditions usually occur approximately one hour after sunrise
and one hour before sunset. In photographic terminology
this is known as the Golden Hour.

The reason that the Golden Hour is so good for
photography is because of the angle at which the light

hits its subjects, and because at these times it produces a
deep glow rather than the harsh glare of midday sun. The
morning and the evening Golden Hours produce slightly
different effects: the morning sun has a soft golden effect,
while the evening sun tends to have a stronger orange glow
with a bit more depth to it.

The other thing to be aware of about the Golden Hour is
that it is short. This means that you will not have a lot of
time to move from location to location. It is best to pick a
subject that you want to capture and then concentrate on a
few top-quality shots.
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Similar to the Golden Hour, the Blue Hour (sometimes
known as the Purple Hour too) is a slightly shorter period of
time, occurring in the morning just before the sun rises, and
in the evening just after the sun sets, but there is still some
light in the sky. Depending on the weather conditions — i.e.
if there are clouds to reflect the diminishing light or not —
or just the sky, this can create scenes with a blueish/purple
tinge. The Blue Hour can be thought of as occurring just
before the Golden Hour (in the morning) and just after it (in
the evening). Also, the Blue Hour is usually slightly shorter
than a full hour in duration.

The Blue Hour is best for capturing city scenes and
landscapes. For city scenes, the lights of the city, or
structures, can contrast with the blue effect created by the
lack of direct sunlight.

Where possible, keep your smartphone as steady as possible
when capturing Blue Hour shots, as the lack of light will
mean that there is more chance of a blurry image if the
smartphone is not held firmly in position.
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68 Changing Your Position
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One of the simplest ways of improving the composition of
photos taken with your smartphone camera is to change
the position from where you are taking photos. Even a small
movement can have a dramatic effect on the final image:

® Start by taking a
standard, straight-on
shot of your subject.

® Get as low as possible
(this can sometimes
result in some
strange looks from
people around you)
to emphasize size in
buildings, or create a
larger foreground in a
photo.

® Find a higher viewpoint to look down on a subject,
rather than looking up at it.



Moving the Horizon 69

When taking photos straight-on, it is a natural reaction to
keep the horizon in the middle of a photo. This is a good
option, but moving the position of the horizon in a shot is
another effective way to change the perspective of a scene.

o Take a photo with the horizon in one position of
the frame

e Move the position of the horizon to the top or
bottom of the frame to see how this alters the
overall effect in the photo
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