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Installing MySQL on Windows

Further guidance on 
installation of the MySQL 
Server is available at 
dev.mysql.com/doc/
refman/8.0/en/ 
installing.html

�e MySQL database server, which provides “back-end” storage 
for data-driven websites, is available for Windows, Mac OS X, and 
Linux operating systems as a free download:

l1 Download the MySQL Installer for Windows from the 
MySQL website at dev.mysql.com/downloads

l2 Run the installer and accept the License terms, then 
select Server only and click the Next button to continue

l3 Click the Execute button to download the MySQL Server

l4 When the download has completed, click the Next and 
Execute buttons to install the MySQL Server

The MySQL Installer can 
be launched at any time 
from the Windows, Apps 
menu – to change the 
configuration or to install 
updates.
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…cont’d

By default, the MySQL 
Server uses port 3306. 
If you are running a 
firewall, you may need 
to specifically allow 
the MySQL Server 
connections via this port. 
Refer to your firewall 
documentation for 
further guidance.

l5 When the installation has completed, click the Next 
buttons to configure the MySQL Server

l6 Select Development Server as the Config Type, then 
click the Next button to continue

l7 Select Use Strong Password Encryption for 
Authentication, then click Next to continue

l8 Enter a root user password of your choice (twice) into the 
Password fields, then click Next to continue

l9 Click Next to run as a Windows Sevice, and Next to 
grant Server File Permissions, then click Execute to apply 
your MySQL Server configuration settings

l10 When configuration has completed, click Finish, then 
launch the MySQL Command Line Client from the 
new “MySQL” group on the Windows, Apps menu

l11 Enter your root password to open the MySQL monitor:

Write down your chosen 
root user password – 
you will need it often.

At the mysql> prompt 
type exit, quit or \q then 
hit Return to close the 
MySQL monitor.
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Installing MySQL on Linux
MySQL for Linux platforms can be freely downloaded from 
mysql.com. �e recommended method of installation is to use the 
Redhat Package Manager (RPM), which is included with many 
Linux distros, or to use the Package Installer that is included with 
the Linux Mint distro.

l1 Open a web browser and visit the “MySQL APT 
Repository” at dev.mysql.com/downloads/repo/apt, then 
click the Download button

l2 Log in with an Oracle account, then download the latest 
MySQL configuration file mysql-apt-config

l3 Next, double-click the downloaded file icon and click the 
Install Package button
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…cont’d

At the mysql> prompt, 
type exit, quit, or \q 
then hit Return to close 
the MySQL monitor.

The MySQL root user 
password is case-sensitive 
– be sure to use the 
correct case to connect 
to the MySQL Server.

l4 Open a Terminal window and update the repository 
package lists by entering this command 
sudo apt update

l5 Install the MySQL Server package with this command 
sudo apt install mysql-server

l6 When asked to confirm the installation, press the Y 
keyboard key, then hit Return to continue

When the installation has completed you should now be able to 
connect to the MySQL Server in a Terminal by stating the user 
(root) and by creating a root user password:

l7 Precisely enter this command in a Terminal window 
sudo mysql -u root -p

l8 Enter your Linux password then, when asked, enter a 
MySQL root user password of your choice – you should 
now be welcomed to the MySQL monitor
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Adding an ODBC connector
Usually, third-party client applications can only connect to the 
MySQL Server if an appropriate Open DataBase Connectivity 
(ODBC) driver is installed on the system.

�ere are a whole range of ODBC drivers freely available for the 
MySQL Server:

l1 Open a web browser and visit dev.mysql.com/downloads/

connector/odbc, then click the Download button

When the download has completed, a Data Source needs to be 
established.

l2 Type ODBC in the Windows, Taskbar, Search box, then 
click the best match ODBC Data Sources result to open 
the “ODBC Data Source Administrator” dialog

l3 Select the User DSN tab, then click the Add button
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…cont’d

l4 Select the downloaded MySQL connector driver, then 
click the Finish button – to open an “ODBC Data 
Source Configuration” dialog

l5 Enter a connector name of your choice and your chosen 
MySQL root credentials, then click the Test button

l6 See the test succeed and click OK, then click OK to 
close the “ODBC Data Source Configuration” dialog

l7 Repeat Steps 2 & 3 to see the new Data Source item has 
been added to the list of User Data Sources



1
8

In
tr

o
d

u
ci

n
g

 S
Q

L

Using Microsoft Query tool
�e Microsoft Power Query tool can be used to make SQL 
queries to a database. It is installed on many Windows apps 
without the user even knowing because it is included with other 
products such as the Excel spreadsheet program in MS Office.

Microsoft Power Query is a third-party SQL client that requires 
an ODBC driver to connect to the database, such as the MySQL 
ODBC driver installed on page 17.

l1 Launch the Excel 
app, then open a 
blank workbook

l2 Select the Data 
tab on the ribbon

l3 Now, click Get 
Data to open a 
dropdown menu 
of possible sources

l4 Select From 
Other Sources, 
From ODBC 
to open a “From 
ODBC” dialog

l5 Click the Down arrow in the Data source name (DSN) 
field to open a drop-down list of options

l6 Choose the MySQL Connector option (created on  
page 17)
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…cont’d

l7 Click the arrow button to open Advanced options in the 
“From ODBC” dialog

l8 In the SQL Statement field, type your first SQL query: 
SHOW DATABASES;

l9 Click the OK button to close the “From ODBC” dialog 
and see a query results dialog appear listing all current 
MySQL databases

�e databases listed in the query results above are the default 
databases used internally by the MySQL app. You will go on to 
create and query your own databases in the rest of this book.


